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13 September 2017: Day 1: Biographies
Prof. Angelika Kalt, Director of SNSF, Bern

Angelika Kalt has a PhD in earth sciences and was professor of petrology and
geodynamics at the University of Neuchâtel. In 2008, she joined the SNSF as
Deputy Director. Her main tasks in this role included quality assurance,
developing evaluation methods and improving research funding schemes.
She was also in charge of the Temporary Backup Schemes offered by the
SNSF in 2014. The Backup Schemes were launched as a counter-measure to
Switzerland's temporary exclusion from the European research programme
Horizon 2020. Angelika Kalt started in her new role as Director on 1 April
2016.

Prof Ursula Keller, NCCR MUST Director, ETH Zürich
Ursula Keller has been a tenured professor of physics at ETH Zurich since
1993 (www.ulp.ethz.ch), and serves as a director of the Swiss research
program NCCR MUST in ultrafast science since 2010 (www.nccr-must.ch).
She received a „Diplom“ at ETH Zurich in 1984, a Ph.D. at Stanford University
USA in 1989, was a Member of Technical Staff at Bell Labs USA 1989 to 1993.
She has been a co-founder and board member for Time-Bandwidth Products
(acquired by JDSU in 2014) and for GigaTera (acquired by Time-Bandwidth in
2003). Her research interests are exploring and pushing the frontiers in
ultrafast science and technology. Awards include the OSA Charles H. Townes
Award (2015), LIA Arthur L. Schawlow Award (2013), ERC advanced grant
(2012), EPS Senior Prize (2011), OSA Fraunhofer/Burley Prize (2008),
Leibinger Innovation Prize (2004), and Zeiss Research Award (1998).

Prof Martina Havenith, Director of RESOLV, Ruhr Bochum University, Germany
Martina Havenith received the Dr. rer. nat. degree in Physics from
Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms University Bonn in 1990, and the Habilitation
in Experimental Physics in 1997. Since 1998 she is Professor of Physical
Chemistry at the Ruhr University in Bochum. She is a member of the North
Rhine- Westphalian Academy of Sciences, Humanities and the Arts and the
German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina. In her research, she has
developed new laser technologies to explore fundamental questions in
chemistry. She has pioneered THz spectroscopy as a new tool to probe
collective hydration dynamics of biomolecules. This has led to new insights
into the role of water for biological function. She has published more than
150 research papers and has given more than 200 invited lectures. She has received numerous prizes
acknowledging her work such as the Heisenberg Grant, the Bennigsen Foerder Prize, the Human Frontier
Science Award, the Innovation Prize and the Sophie La Roche-Prize. The Women Professor Forum of Ruhr
University Bochum received the Lore- Agnes-Prize in 2017. She is founder and coordinator of the DFG
funded Cluster of Excellence RESOLV and a center of molecular spectroscopy and simulation of solvent
controlled processes (ZEMOS) at the Ruhr University Bochum. She is advancing the field solvation science
which aims to provide a unifying framework for understanding and predicting solvent processes.
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Maya Widmer, GEO Widmer, Bern
After graduating in German and English studies at the University of Zurich,
she worked as scientific assistant, editor and education expert. She lectured,
among others, at the universities of Zurich and Basel. She coordinated the
Federal Program for Equal Opportunities at Swiss Universities from 2001 to
2004. Since then she has been a member of its steering committee until
2016. From 2004 until 2016 Maya Widmer has been in charge of gender
equality in the research funding process at the Swiss National Science
Foundation SNSF. During this time she has been a member of the Helsinki
Group and she is now alternate member of the standing working group on
Gender in Research and Innovation of the European Research Area and
Innovation Committee (ERAC). From 2006 to 2007 she chaired the expert
group on “Women in Research Decision Making” established by the
European Commission. She has also been a member Science Europe`s working group on Gender and
Diversity from its start in 2014 until 2017. Following her early retirement in 2016, Maya Widmer is now
working as an independent senior advisor on gender and more in higher education (GEMO Widmer). In
this function she was, among others, an advisor to the European Institute of Gender Equality (EIGE).

Prof. Doris Wastl-Walter, Vice Rector (2011-2017), University of Bern
Doris Wastl-Walter is Professor of Human Geography and was Vice-Rector of
the University of Bern (2011 – 2017) and was previously Director of the
university's Interdisciplinary Center for Gender Studies. She was a Fulbright
Research Scholar at the University of Arizona and Chair of the International
Geographical Union's Commission for Geography and Public Policy (20002008). She worked as a team leader in border research projects within the
EU's Fifth and Sixth Framework Programmes and has published widely on
border and minority issues. She is also the editor of the Border Regions
Series at Routledge. Teaching and supporting young scholars has also been a
main focus of her work. She has headed three graduate schools and her
previous teaching experience includes the Universities of Klagenfurt, Trier,
Bern, Lausanne, and Chandigarh, indicating her additional interest in crosscultural academic exchange.

Prof. Lesley Cohen, D- Physics, Imperial College, London
Lesley Cohen is a Professor of Solid State Physics at Imperial College London.
Her research interests focus primarily on functional magnetic materials
including superconductors, semiconductors and magnetic materials. She is
currently the Consul for the Faculty of Natural Sciences at Imperial College
which is a role involving oversight of appointments and promotion of
academic staff across College. She is a recipient of the Imperial College Julia
Higgins Award for her contribution to the promotion and support of women
in science. In the Physics Department she set up and has been involved with
the equal opportunities committee for over ten years.
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Prof. Tomas Brage, D PHYS, University of Lund, Sweden
Professor Brage obtained his PhD in Atomic Physics in 1988 and has since
then had positions as a Research Assistant Professor in Computer Science at
Vanderbilt University between 1989 and 1993, and Research Associate at the
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, working on the Goddard High Resolution
Spectroscopy mission on the Hubble Space Telescope, from 1994 to 1996. He
is now a Professor of Physics at the Division of Mathematical Physics of the
Department of Physics in Lund University, where he has been active with
teaching and research for twenty years.
His main interests are Laboratory Astrophysics and Computational Atomic
Physics, and has published around 100 articles in refereed journals. He is a
visiting researcher at the Fudan University in Shanghai in China, where he
spends a few months each year at the Key Laboratory for Ion Traps. During
the last 10-15 years he has been strongly involved in Gender and Science,
where he is active in several European networks, e.g. as a steering group
member for the workgroup for Gender of the League of European Research Universities (LERU) network,
as well as the expert group of the SAGE and GENERA Horizon 2020 projects. He has led several projects at
Lund, e.g. the Gender Certification project, the Antidiscrimination education and the Core-Value project.
He has received the Gunilla Jarlbro award for important contributions for equal opportunities in the
academia.

Dr. Gabriela Obexer-Ruff, Swiss Universities, Bern Moderator
Gabriela Obexer-Ruff has been the coordinator of the National Programme
for Equal Opportunities at Swiss Universities since 2004, based at the
Secretariat General of the Rectors Conference/swissuniversities. She
studied agronomy with a specialization in “Animal Sciences” at ETH Zürich.
Her PhD was in the field of Immuno-and Molecular Genetics at the
VetSuisse faculty, University of Bern. In the context of her PhD-thesis she
was one of the founders of the Swiss Small Ruminant Sanitation Service.
Since 1988 she has acquired funding and participated actively in numerous
national and international research projects supported by Swiss as well as
EU funding. She represented the faculty of Veterinary Medicine within the
Commission of Gender Equality, University of Bern, where she worked on
the steering committee. She is a member of the Commission of „Animal Genetic Resources” of the
Federal Office of Agriculture as well as a member of the expert group „Observatoire Filière du Cheval“ of
the Swiss National Stud. She regularly carries out conservation genetic studies into lynx for the KORA
office. She is a mother of two children 20 and 23 years old
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14th September 2017 – Day 2: Biographies
Elisabeth Pöschl, Equal Opportunities Office, ETH Zürich
Elisabeth Pöschl graduated in language, economic and cultural area studies
at the University of Passau. After two and a half years in the staff
recruitment division of a high street bank, she switched to University of
Zurich, where she worked for 7 years as a research assistant at the General
Secretariat and as a manager at the Office for Gender Equality. Since April
2017, Elisabeth Pöschl is working for Equal!, where she is mainly responsible
for the implementation of projects as part of the Gender Action Plan 2017–
2020.

Prof. Teresa Montaruli, D PHYS, University of Geneva
Prof. Teresa Montaruli, Département de Physique Nucléaire et
Corpusculaire, University of Geneva. Teresa Montaruli has a PhD in Physics
obtained working on the atmospheric neutrino oscillation discovery in the
MACRO experiment at Gran Sasso in 1998.She was appointed full professor
in Physics at the Département de Physique Nucléaire et Corpusculaire of
the University of Geneva in Oct. 2011. She was previously full Professor
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, having joined the Physics
Department as Assistant Professor in 2006 to work on the IceCube neutrino
telescope at the South Pole. She received the Shakti P. Duggal Award in 2001 and became the American
Physical Society fellow in 2009. She is now project coordinator in the Cherenkov Telescope Array
experiment. She coordinates the construction of small gamma-ray telescopes.

Betty Friedrich-Grube, Vice-President, ETH Academic Association of Scientific Staff (AVETH)
Betty did her Master's in Regenerative Biology and Medicine in Dresden,
Germany. There she started focusing on bioinformatic data analysis.
Subsequently, she started her PhD in the field of proteomics at the Institute
of Molecular Systems Biology, where she mainly works on big data analysis
to reveal new insights in cancer biology. Betty is also active in the
Department Association of the D-BIOL – AMB.
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Sara da Ros, President, Women in Natural Sciences (WiNS), ETH Zürich
Sara Da Ros conducted her undergraduate studies in Organic Chemistry at
University of Zurich. After graduation in 2014, she moved to the US and
worked as an intern at the Genomics Institute of the Novartis Research
Foundation in San Diego, CA. In 2015, she returned to Switzerland to pursue
her doctoral studies in synthetic methodology in the group of Prof. J. W.
Bode at ETH Zurich. Sara Da Ros joined WiNS in 2015 and became president
of the society in January 2017. During this time, she was mainly responsible
for organizing career and awareness events to provide a connecting
platform for women in natural sciences at D-CHAB.

Bibiana Prinoth, President, Undergraduate D-PHYS/D-MATH Associations
Bibiana Prinoth has been a student of physics at ETH Zurich since September
2014. She got her general qualification for university entrance at
Kantonsschule Sargans with latin as her major subject.
In April 2016, along with her colleagues she founded [phimale] - the
commission for female mathematics and physics students at ETH. She is
currently the president of VMP - the association of mathematics and physics
students at ETH Zurich.
.

Dr. Regina Notz, EU Grants Access, ETH Z/Uni Zürich
Regina works for EU GrantsAccess as a senior research manager since 2009.
She studied at ETH Zurich, where she also did her PhD. Her PhD was followed
by a Postdoc as a Marie Curie Industrial Fellow at the Unilever Research and
Health Institute in the Netherlands. Regina stayed for 5.5 years with
Unilever, moving from basic research towards product development and
managed the dairy category supply chain and innovation microbiology team.
Back in Switzerland, Regina followed up on her passion for research
management at her current position in the international grants office of ETH
and University of Zurich. She also obtained a Certificate of Advanced Studies
in project management and manages multiannual projects with several
academic and industrial partners sponsored by the European Commission. Besides supporting
researchers with EU projects, Regina is also in charge of providing assistance with US federal funds.
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Dr. Alexandra Zingg, EU Grants Access, ETH Zürich/University of Zürich
Research Manager at EU GrantsAccess, is promoting research on an
international level by means of actively giving advice and support to
scientists and their research projects at every stage of their individual
projects or careers. She has a Master of Cognitive and Decision Sciences from
the University of Basel and received her Dr. sc. ETH Zürich in 2012. Before
returning to ETH Zürich as a Research Manager for EU GrantsAccess in 2015,
she worked as Project Leader for Academic Relations at swissnex Boston, one
of five so-called Scientific Consulates of Switzerland, working on the edge of
education, research and innovation.

Prof. Vanessa Wood, D-ITET, ETH Zürich
Vanessa Wood currently heads the Laboratory for Nanoelectronics at ETH
Zurich. Previously, she was a postdoctoral associate in the laboratory of
Professor Yet-Ming Chiang and Professor Craig Carter in the Department of
Materials Science at MIT performing research on novel lithium-ion battery
systems. She received her PhD from the Department of Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science at MIT. Her graduate work was done in
the group of Professor Vladimir Bulovic and focused on the development of
optoelectronic devices containing colloidally synthesized quantum dots. She
also holds a MS in Electrical Engineering from MIT and a BS in Applied Physics
from Yale College.
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